TWO PUBLIC ENQUIRIES: GROWTH   AND DISSENSION
Act of 1850; and in that year he became Manchester's first Public
Librarian. This post also he soon resigned, and devoted himself to
writing his Memoirs of Libraries^ Libraries and their Founders^ and
Lives of the Founders of the British Museum, to which all later writers
on the Museum are deeply indebted, and other works. He died
in 1886.
3.  WATTS AND THE REMOVAL: THE SURVEY AND
THE PURCHASE GRANT: ACQUISITIONS
Of the group far the ablest was Watts (1811-69). He had from
boyhood devoted himself to linguistic study, and displayed an extra-
ordinary talent, adding languages to his repertory not singly but by
groups.^ In 1836 his attention, like so many others', was attracted
by the Parliamentary Enquiry, and in 1837 he contributed to the
subject a very intelligent article in The Mechanics' Magazine, which
incidentally anticipated the idea of a round Reading Room; but
this passed unnoticed, and his introduction to the Museum was
ejfFected by his recommendation of the purchase of a parcel of Russian
books (in which language the Museum had hardly anything), which
being approved by Panizzi, and there being no Slavonic scholar in
the place, he was engaged to catalogue. This led to a regular engage-
ment as a supernumerary, and later to an Assistantship. He cata-
logued the Banks Icelandic books, which had been in the Library
uncatalogued since the eighteenth century, and such Russian and
Icelandic books as were in the Banks and King's. He was also at once
given much of the work of purchasing, and also charge of the removal
of the books and their reclassification on the new shelves. This
enormous labour Watts performed, beginning in 1838 and finishing
early in 1840, with only the smallest assistance,^ and his colossal
memory for books found full scope. The move was so well,organized
that at no time were more than those actually in transit rendered
unavailable to readers, a fact which was approached, but not equalled,
almost a century later when the first quadrant of the new Ironwork
was filled from the old. But all books had to be press-marked afresh,
and the alterations effected in the copies of the catalogue, and this
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